Pappas Transcript

Charlie Pappas - Operator of Health and Healing Alternatives at 935 Howard

She (Laura Weil) came in on March 3 less than a half hour after we signed the lease. She came in with her baby daughter on her back. The next time she was here was March 5 when she came in with her husband. She came in with her two kids and husband while Aundre and her two children was here with her boyfriend and I was here with my godson and your carpenter. 

She has complained many times to our landlord. She has accused the guys upstairs of doing heroin in the parking lots. She told our landlady Farsi that the upstairs tenants were doing heroin in the parking lot. She definitely thought I was Ken Estes for a couple of weeks. James keys said research on me. She told Farsi that she had done research on me. She told James Keyes that too. From March 3 to the 13 she thought I was Ken Estes. 

We met with Laura and her husband again on March 15. One of the first things I I said is that I don't want smoking in here, just vaporizing. Before she left I showed her the equipment. She didn't believe she voiced any objections. I know what it is to be a good neighbor. I have owned a house in Berkeley for 15 years. I told her we would demonstrate vaporizing. I wrote that in the business plan after the meeting with the lawyer. 

The reason I wanted to have a dispensary is that I had a doctor on my street who  gave recommendations and he asked me two years ago to see patients in my house because it is more accessible and it became for the socialization factor. He suggested vaporizing for a year or two and then he brought one over twice and after two times I bought one, it was a better delivery source than smoking. He suggested that we demonstrate to patients. Everyone was very responsible about how they used vaporizing and about how much they did when they would be driving from my house. Everone was cautious because it was a new experience. 

I told Laura that. Laura expressed concern that people would be going out on to the streets after smoking. At my house people showed restraint and I never had to worry about them being too impaired to drive. In any other situation I would never leave anyone be impaied either in a social situtution or in this official sitatons especially for straIt is just for chronically ill patients. 

I remember Aundre telling me that. Andre told me that James Keys warned her that they were the most powerful district in the city and they could shut down a dispensary any time they wanted. He said this was the most powerful district in the city. Aundre and Ray met with Menohealing. The next day, Ray and I met with James and Mendohealing in Daley's office. James told us he wanted us to be the model dispensary by joining us with Mendohealing. James was saying I'll deny all this. 

James said, why don't you two join and you can be a model dispensary. There will be one less dispensary and Mendohealing will dispense marijuana and Health and Healing Alternatives will take care of services. But we hope to pay the bills and employ people and take care of patients and indeed have a model dispensary. How would we hope to pay the bills and pay people and just do services. We wudl be model disperoiany but not be in profit making side of the buisnss we would just be working for them. If we didn't want to be model dispensary we would give them our building and be fast tracked for a permit in another location. 

James said if we gave them our building, we will be fast tracked with permits. He made the phone sign with his thumb, James gets on the phone and does permit and zoning. He said we would be fast tracked with a permit if we found another facility. Mendohealing said they would pay us for what we had invested, they would over our investment. We did not agree to it eventually. 

We thought about it and thought maybe that is what we should do. James told us it was fine with Laura if Mendohealing moved there. She is fine with those guys but she doesn't want you in there. He said we are still checking on your backgound. I met Dave in November 2002 and he said he was going to open a dispensary. Tod stopped seeing patients in my house in May of 2004. We met with Mendohealing the day after we have met with James and me with the supervisors office. Mendohealing met with us on Friday and the next day Alan came to Ray's house. 

Ray met with Mendohealing the next day. He just got mad at them because they were so arrogant. Alan Noyes met with Raymond and said, "what makes you think that you can compete with us." As Alan was leaving he said to Raymond, "don't worry, it's just business, not personal." 

We thought about it and said no, that is not the deal we made with our landlord. Our landlord knew what we were proposing and she liked me from the beginning and she liked Aundre too. What ever happened, we told her we would never make any trouble. It would always be right between me and her. That is not the   deal we made with her. Chris Daley might not have even heard about it. 

My name and address have been bandied about his (Daley's) office for the last month and a half. I have called his office but I have not yet heard back from him. 

Regarding garbage. There was a giant pile of garbage when I got there that I payed to have hauled away. 

All I have done is clean up garbage since I've been here. That parking lot is better than it ever was. When you are next to a neighbor, you want to have it the way they want it. Not messy or sloppy. The guys upstairs left a lot of trash, we told Farsi's husband we would move it. We have moved alot of trash since we came here. The trash has been there for months from people moving out. 

I don't know about driving on the wrong side of the street. We haven't had much activity here to begin with. We officially got our business permit right before the moratorium. Before we got the business permit, we got a notice with Josh Bamberger. We were listed with the Department of Public Health. 

When I met with Laura, I agreed to go through the process (getting the conditional use permit). But I did not agree not to open before going through the process. I asked for a chance, I said give us a chance to show you what kind of neighbor we are. If two or three months go by and we go through the process and you still don't like us, we will probably close. I said we would probably close we didn't want a neghbor who didn't want us that would be too uncomfortable for anyhone. 

Our side of the street is mixed us and you need neighborhood input for a conditional use review. I talked to Dan Sider at zoning. Yes, we are willing to go through the process, it is the law. I have to go through the process. 

If she wants to blame someone besides me, she should blame zoning or the lack of process or lack of clarity. When Aundre called them in early to mid-February they said to open a medical cannabis dispensary there are no requirements. I went down there and they gave me a single sheet with the San Francisco planning code printed on it with the 1/97 rule that cannabis clubs were permitted circled (the ordinance). One paragraph with no explanation.  I didn't find out about the conditional use requirement until she told me or the lawyer told me. They told me to go to the official planning web site for more information. I went to them in February. Here is the web site, but I could not get information from it.  www.ci.sf.ca.us/planning. 

We tried to figure out where would be a good place to open but that information was not on the Web site. We did not know if was a mixed use designation and that you needed a conditional use permit.  I would have probably taken this place anyway. I want to have the kind of dispensary that is ok with people who don't want a dispensary here. I want to show that it can be orderly and responsible and used by people who need medical cannabis. 

I found out from the lawyer right before the meeting with Laura that we needed to get a permit. We are willing to do it. After the meeting I called Dan and he was really busy. He said there would be a moratorium and regulations would be forthcoming. 

I haven't ducked the permit requirement at all. I was told by zoning and planning  that after the moratorium there would be regulations set forth. Two of the dispensaries have permits from zoning. One of them got in the next day.   

I would say the process has been unclear, I guess I do need to get the right permit. But it doesn't seem like most of the other dispensaries got the right permit either whether conditional use or change of use. 

(What about her charge that people are parking in the parking lot)

Hardly ever. I have eight parking spaces with my building. I did not say that we would not use them, I would say we would use them only when necessary. I said that we would only use them for ourselves and not let the patients use them. We want to have an inspection of the back deck. We want to put a ramp there we know we need permits to do that. She has called the building inspectors and said that we are doing construction. We are just fixing holes in the walls. My landlady has been contacted by Laura at least five times and she just tells her to call her lawyer. She still called after that. She called this week. 

I told her that we were going to vaporize. It is a much better way to do the medicine. We would never let people drive away out of control. I told her that from the beginning. Not even close. I did not put a flier that said we would be smoking. We researve the spaces in back for employees that drive and if a  patients really needs it and we are going to put a ramp in back. Under five patients have parked there and maybe only one or two. 

(As for Aundre) She hasn't even been here. I have not seen her since she was here last month. Her involvement is so little. She is not an investor. Aundre wanted to counsel patients, she wanted to dispense medicine and she wanted to provide services. She wanted to do massage and acupressure and counseling. She's met a lot of patients. In Aundre's experience these are people who need it medically, we can provide a semi social life for people who are shut in. 

This is Aundre's vision. She has young children and she would just come in early and leave. She has gone in a different direction, she has been here just once in the last month. 

Is this a residential block, yes. There are residences on this block. But every ground level place is a business, how is that residential? On Howard, on this block, every ground floor is a business and some businesses have residences above them. That is not residential, that is mixed use. What is so inappropriate? There is a printer next door. There is a caterer next door. There is a bedding place next door. Why are they more appropriate than us? Why are we pariahs, why are we going to cause any problems? I am mature and responsible and not that kind of person. 

What she said to us the second time we saw her with her husband is that this is a family neighborhood and in the same breath, she said there are two violent crimes here a day and you are going to add to it. How can this be a family neighborhood and there are two violent crimes a day. We are not going to make it worse, we are going to make it better.  

I looked at places that were too close to schools. I looked at places on Ocean Avenue and I saw Balboa High and I said, no way. Isn't a liquor store worse than a medical marijuana dispensary? How many drunk drivers run over people. What about a bar? I think they consume there? How close can a bar be? How many other businesses have conditional use permit. She says the other two are a block away. There are two on 9th Street. 

(What about mediation) I'd be willing to do that. They haven't shut down any other place except that one dispensary with the SRO. I would plead ignorance and a lack of coherent message from planning. 

This is so ass backwards. People are using medication they don't need to use from a prescription drug company on a trial basis that the doctors are pushing rather than marijuana that is natural. 

I am a quadrapalegic. I was shot in 1973 during a robbery. Wrong place, wrong time. I use marijuana for muscle spasms. I was a human ginea pig for six to eight months in the hospital and took all of these medications for spasms. When I turned 50, Prop. 215 passed. I was injured when I was 26. As soon as 215 passed, I realized what a great medicine it was for my body. I used it more recreationaly before I turned 50, but now I use it less recreationaly. I am 57. I am just old enough to feel it more as a medicine. 

(more comments on mediation)

I think it is a great idea. The problems have been lack of information and misinformation and listening to people who don't know what they are talking about. Unfortunately, too often some of the people communicating the  information get angry and don't get listened to. Zoning and planning should have mediators, not just for medical cannabis, but for any business. 

There were two bars just as close to her as we are from here. How are we making it less safe when there are already two bars on the block? We are between her and two bars. We are equal distance between her and to bars, there are two bars equal distance from us. 

Nobody booed and hissed her (when she got up to speak). 

When I called on the day of the moratorium I talked to Dan he said there are no conditional use permits because of the moratorium. So how I am supposed to have them give me a conditional permit. How am I supposed to do that, stop everything? They didn't tell me I need a conditional use permit. I have been waiting to hear from them. There is already a moratorium and regulatory discussions going on. 

(disability comment) That is 

mistrustful of her. I forget that I am disabled most of the time. She doesn't know me well enough to say that that I play up my disability. If she did, she wouldn't say that. 

(about the backyard)

It is a shared backyard for the whole unit. It's not exactly her personal backyard, she owns the building but she shares it with other tenants. There is a print shop and catering place next door. This is a commercial area. We don't smoke here anyway. We vaporize. There is no smoke in it. Can you smell anything when you came in? We vaporized shortly before you came in. 

(Did not open here because they thought they could get away with no regulation)

That is not true, that is bullshit. We opened because we had a landlord who was sympathetic. It is a great location for us. The rent is not particularly cheap, it is the most that we could afford or were planning to pay. 

I would say there needs to be regulation because there is not enough interaction between dispensaries and the community and interaction with medical cannabis users. It should be somewhere between a pharmacy and a liquor store. You should not need thousands of dollars like you do for a bar. Not thousands of dollars for licenses. It should be no harder than opening a pharmacy, pharmacies have more conditions. 

I do not agree with auditing of books. I guess the IRS can audit any business, but it comes down to the fact that like the pioneer days here, what is being pioneered is patient's access to medicine. 

If that is what is being pioneered, that should be the most important thing. If auditing books is keeping patients from access that is not a good thing. We are more worried about the fed because the president is Bush not Kerry where they would have a hands off policy. 

My back door is 21 feet from her fence and another five feet inside hallway before you get to the room where we are vaporizing.

(comments on the phone) 

Laura has called and needlessly bothered our our landlord. She has my number she can call me any time. I am here, my landlord is not here except to collect the rent. 

I talk to her a half an hour three times a week. I sympathize with any concerns she has and I will be a good neighbor. March 3 or she called Chris Daley's office. 

During our third meeting with the lawyer, we met her with Aundre. They asked for a business plan. They didn't want us there. 

She walked into our place with her baby and her husband. 

I tried to call zoning I went down there and they gave me a card with a web site and a printed out sheet with zoning ordinances. I went to zoning before we had a lease. Zoning was not clear about what we had to do. They said these are areas where it was permitted, but I couldn't access the information. 

I'm at my wits end. I know how to be a good neighbor. I own a home in Berkeley. I have opened dispensaries in other places. 

I called Dan Sider and he said I've been meanig to call you. He said we are not in complaince. I am getting charged for making a left hand turn when there was no left hand turn sign. Opening and neighbors reports that you opened after the moratorium. 

The week before the maratoriurm I got an e-mal from Bamberger that said I am putting you on the list for dispensarey on the Dept of Public Health. That was one of the things that was clear. That was through a phone message. I went to the office there too. Talked to a guy Wolfgang. I just want to present myself to people. I got a business license Friday before the moratoruim. 

I think I've been a good neighbor with the chance I've got and haven't gotten much of a chance and I think I'll be a better neighbor if I've given more time. 

I haven't done anything wrong, I've been as much as part of the process as I could figure out. I don't think they can post date the moratorium and I think that is what is being done. I feel like she complained about the Green Door. If I'm going down, I'm going down in flames, this is not fair. It is not hard to find larger injustices but this is one. I want to do good for the patients and the community and I am a mature and serious individual. 

Moratorium is the 29th. We opened our doors on 21st. 

